HIGHLAND MG OWNERS’ CLUB
SPRING SAUNTER
22 - 25 APRIL INCLUSIVE



WELCOME!

Welcome to the Highland MG Owners’ Spring Saunter 2024. I hope you
have an enjoyable time. If you need to contact me, I am on 07777
641436 (not hands free though!).

Richard Jenner
Highland MGOC Events Coordinator

GENERAL:

SOME GENERAL POINTERS:

First, a big convoy is unlikely to be able to keep together and can be a
nuisance to others on single track roads, so please be prepared to
navigate independently using the information in this booklet and hopefully
a decent map. Secondly, please feel free to depart whenever you are
ready in the morning. You will need small change for some of the parking
and some of the toilets. If you are a Historic Environment Scotland
member, bring your cards with you.

WHO IS GOING?

Main Tour

Hughie & Katherine
Chris Moore

Stuart & Margaret
Richard J

Richard P & Jane
Nick & Rebecca R
Jon & Julie

Nick & Jean S
Ronnie & Morag
Tony

Dave & Dawn

Jim & Moira (departing Wednesday morning
Malcolm

Lorraine

(14 cars, 23 people)
Day Tripping
David H
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Jeremy
Nick T
John & Val
Michael

(5 cars, 6 people)

WHERE ARE WE STAYING?

The Craiglynne Hotel (https://bespokehotels.com/craiglynne/),
Woodlands Terrace, Grantown-on-Spey, Moray, PH26 3]X. The hotel is on
the south side of Grantown off the B9102. Coming from Aviemore on the
A95 take the first roundabout exit for Grantown and the hotel will be on
the left opposite a park on the right. From the East on the A95, cross the
Spey take the first exit at the first roundabout then the 2nd exit at the
second roundabout on to the B9102 (see above). From the North (A939)
drive along the main street and go straight on at the 2" set of lights (now
the B9102), the hotel is on the right (opposite a park on the left). The
hotel has been prepaid on a Dinner, Bed & Breakfast basis (booking by
Stuart). Dinner will be at 1930 (7:30 pm) each evening, please gather in
the bar from 1900 (7:00 pm). Stuart is the point of contact for the hotel.

FUEL:

There is an Esso garage in Grantown on the Spey Avenue (PH26 3EJ)
open 0700 -2200 that should stock ‘protection grade’. From the
Craiglynne, turn left, head into town to the traffic lights then turn right,
the garage should be visible on the left side of the road.

OUTLINE PROGRAMME

Who is doing what? (MMM = Moray Motor Museum)

Name General Culloden | Rowan Direct to | MMM
(Monday) | Tree hotel (Tuesday)
(Monday) | (Monday)
Hughie & | Meet at 2 2
Katherine | Rowan Tree,
MMM
Chris M Culloden, 1 1
MMM, own member
thing on
Wednesday



https://bespokehotels.com/craiglynne/

Stuart & Meet at 2 - not 2
Margaret | Rowan Tree, eating
not eating.
MMM x 2
Richard P | Jane to join 2 1
& Jane Monday for
lunch,
Richard to
meet at
Culloden,
MMM (just
Richard)
Nick & Direct to 2
Rebecca R | hotel. MMM
Jon & Direct to 2
Julie hotel. MMM
Nick & Culloden, 2 2
Jean S Rowan Tree,
MMM.
Ronnie & | Meet at 2 2
Morag Rowan Tree,
MMM
Tony Culloden, 1 1
Rowan Tree,
MMM
Dave & Culloden, 2 2
Dawn Rowan Tree,
MMM
Jim & Meet at 2 2
Moira Rowan Tree.
MMM, depart
Wednesday
Malcolm Rowan Tree, 1 1
MMM
Lorraine Culloden, 1 1
Rowan Tree,
MMM
Richard J | Rowan Tree, 1 1
MMM member
Nick T Rowan Tree 1 1
(Nick -
needs a seat
to home),
MMM (Nick -
needs a seat
to/fro
Grantown)




Jeremy MMM 1
David H Culloden & 1 1 1
Rowan Tree member
plus MMM
(Fellowship)
John C& | MMM 2
Val
Michael MMM 1
Totals 7 cars, 19 eating | 4 people | 18 cars,
9 people | plus 2 28 people
MONDAY

For those who have opted for the Culloden RV, we will meet at the public
(first) carpark on the access road to the battlefield visitor centre from
1030 for an 1100 departure. We will drive to the Rowan Tree Hotel
(approximately 50 miles) via Leanach passing under the Nairn or Culloden
Viaduct (this is the longest masonry viaduct in Scotland at 1800 feet and
was completed in 1898. The central arch is 100 feet wide and there are
14 fifty-foot arches either side of the main span). At Cawdor, we will pass
the castle entrance and drive to Dulsie Bridge (built 1755), hopefully to
stop at the small car park on the right after the bridge to admire it and
the River Findhorn gorge. We will then divert briefly to view Lochindorb
Castle (13t century ruin on an island once home to Alexander Stewart,
the Wolf of Badenoch). Returning to the B9007 we will route via
Carrbridge and Aviemore to the Rowan Tree Hotel on the right on Loch
Alvie (on the B9152 to Kincraig - PH22 1QB - the main entrance and
carpark is on the southside ie just past the building). The Rowan Tree was
built in the 1700s as a coaching inn called the Lynwilg Mail and was
extended in the mid-1800s. Refer to the sketch map for route details.

A soup & scones lunch is pre-paid & booked for 1300 for 19 people. After
lunch, we will continue via Kincraig to Kingussie and then on to Ruthven
Barracks (we pass under the A9 twice). We plan to stop at the barracks
for a visit (free entry, parking a bit tight). Ruthven Barracks were built by
George I's government between 1719 and 1721 following the Jacobite
rising of 1715. The barracks were to house garrison infantry to police the
area and enforce the Disarming Act of 1716. The garrison saw action 26
years after it was first built, during the 1745 Jacobite rising. In late
August of that year, 300 Jacobites besieged the barracks, but were held
off by the 12 redcoats inside. Just one of the barracks’ troops died, ‘by
foolishly holding his head high over the parapet’, according to his
sergeant. The Jacobites returned in February the next year, this time with
heavy guns. The garrison soon surrendered to Gordon of Glenbuchat’s
men.
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After the barracks, we will proceed to Nick & Patsy’s to view the progress
on the Healey 3000 restoration (Glebe House, Kincraig, Inverness-shire,
PH21 1NU - a bit after Insch on the right — modern stone and timber
building with solar panels just before the road takes a tight turn to the
left). We will then continue along the B970 through Feshiebridge to
Inverdruie where we will take a right then left on to the Nethy Bridge road
at Colylumbridge. We will continue on the B970 through Nethy Bridge
passing Castle Roy ruins on the left (12t century fortress and one of the
oldest masonry castles in Scotland - parking on the left at the Old Kirk).
We then join the A95 briefly, cross the Spey Bridge and on to the hotel. It
is about 40 miles from the Rowan Tree to the Craiglynne. Refer to the
sketch map for route details.

TUESDAY

We will leave the hotel by 1000 and drive to the Moray Motor Museum
(IV30 4DE - 35 miles) for a guided visit (£15 each unless you are a MMM
Member) from 1130. We will drive through Grantown to the B9102 which
routes to the north of the Spey. At Upper Knockando we will take the road
to Dallas, join the B9010 to Elgin then on to the MMM. Parking will be at
Decora (please leave the spaces near the museum entrance for those less
able). Refer to the sketch map for route details.

After the visit, you can enjoy your complimentary hot drink and possibly
lunch in the Millers Café in Decora (it might be busy). Alternatively, we
will be heading to Lossiemouth and you could try the Twenty Nineteen
Coffee at Covesea (IV31 6SP). After Lossiemouth we will take the coastal
route via Hopeman and Kinloss. In Kinloss, you may want to divert to
Findhorn marina for a coffee (or a late lunch) at the Captain’s Table (IV36
3YE) or a walk on the beach. The route back to the hotel will be fairly
direct via the A940 and the A939. We will pass the Logie Steading with
some interesting shops and a café open to 1700. It is approximately 50
miles from the museum to the hotel via Findhorn.

WEDNESDAY

This is a circular trip of 102 miles with a run down the A95 to Bridge of
Avon then to Glenlivet before a going down Glen Rinnes to Dufftown then
the A941 to Rhynie then the A97/A944 through Strathdon and then back
to Grantown on the A939 via Cock Bridge, Tomintoul and Bridge of Brown
to the A95. You may want to visit Kildrummy Castle (AB33 8RA) between
Lumsden and Bellabeg. This is managed by Historic Environment Scotland
and for non-members, the concession rate (65+) is £6.00. Kildrummy is
‘the noblest of northern castles.” Even ruined, the stronghold of the
mighty earls of Mar is a fine example of a 13th-century castle, with its
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curtain wall, four round towers, hall and chapel. Another visit enroute is
Corgarff Castle which is open from 1300 - 1630 and is again managed by
Historic Environment Scotland (concession rate is £6.00). Originally a
noble residence, Corgarff became an army base for hunting down Jacobite
sympathisers and, later, whisky smugglers. A good lunch location is
Goodbrand and Ross (Corgarff, Strathdon, AB36 8YL) which is on the
right before you reach Cock Bridge and Corgarff Castle. We will pass
through the Lecht Ski Centre and there are good views to be had on the
climb up from Cock Bridge. For anyone back early, the Grantown Museum
(Burnfield Avenue, Grantown-on-Spey PH26 3HH) is open to 1700 (£7
entry).

THURSDAY

We will disperse after breakfast on Thursday. For those interested, I plan
to return to Inverness via Dulnain Bridge and the A938 to the Slochd. On
the A9 I will turn into Tomatin, stop at the 3 Bridges Café (IV13 7YW)
before rejoining the A9 (I do not recommend the Moy route heading
northwards as it is very difficult to rejoin the A9 which is dual carriageway
at the junction with little space in the centre reservation).

Richard
07777 641436



