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RICHARD JENNER and TONY SMITH decide to grab a once-
in-a lifetime opportunity and enter the i00th Anniversary
Classique to Monte Carlo. Their chariot of choice was an RV8.

I
n1926, the Monte Carlo Rallye had
John O'Groats (JOG) as one of the
start points for the first time. There

was only one JOG starter, the Right
Honourable Victor Bruce with William
Brunell driving an AC 2 litre tourer.
Bruce went on to win the event, the first
British driver to do so. About 18 months
ago, my friend Tony Smith heard that
Douglas Anderson of the Ecosse Rally

Drivers' Club (ERDC)was asking the
Automobile Club de Monaco for a

JOG start in2026, and as well as the
Historique (a regularity'concentration'
rally in older cars starling from several
locations), there would be a 1OOth

Anniversary Classique event that
would be more of a touring ensemble
for pre-1980 cars starting only at JOG.
Tony and I discussed entering, but
which car would we take as we had

four eligible MGs between us? Douglas
then told Tony that his 1993 RVS would
be acceptable because it was an MGB
derivative, and the decision was made.

So then we started to think about
car preparation. Tony's RVS had
languished unloved for several years
in a lock-up until Tony rescued it.
K17 MGR is one of only two surviving
pre-production cars and differs from
production models in that the factory
commissioned a specialist to fit
hydraulic power steering; this cost over
t2000 and was judged too exPensive
to offer on a car already costing over
t25,000 in 1993.

To recommission the car. Tcny had
it resprayed (it is Oxford B tei. rad a

new hood fitted, had the ,'.'-:s:'een
surround replaced witl^ e':-:; :ss
one (fortunately Clive W-e:: :, :'

MGVS Parts is an old friend), had the
woodwork replaced, had new Spax
shockers fitted and the seats refaced.
Subsequently the front brakes and
radiator have been replaced and the
car has had regular servicing, so it was
a very sound starting point.

Most of what needed to be added
was to comply with French law - first
aid kit, high viz vests for occupants
to be kept in the car, breathalysers.
warning triangle, spare bulbs, UK

sticker, headlight deflectors etc. --:
most expensive item was a se: c'
correctly marked snow tyres !vnlcn
are a legal requlrement on some
Alpine roads in winter - Tony bought
All Season Michelin Cross-Climate
2s - and a pair of snow socks for the
driven wheels.

There was some initial confusion
over a CritAir sticker for French
emission zones as we were told to
apply for one, but then discovered that
only cars with a Euro2 or better rating
can have the sticker - basically, if you
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small holdalls, and my small rucksack
went in the hood welltogether with a

small camera bag. All the paperwork
and navigation items lived in the
passenger footwell, and the snow
socks went behind the passenger's
seat. I found compression bags
invaluable for maklng the most of the
very limited bag space.

Lastly, I tried to get ahead with the
navigation. We didn't get the full UK
routes (two legs) until sign-on, but
we had the bare bones including the
route checks and passage controls in
advance, and it looked likely that we
would be on roads we knew well. At

sign-on we were given a Tulip book for
the UK which was useful for keeping
track of distances to go. I made up a
document of all the postcodes and
addresses for known points and used
these in the SatNav.

For legs three to six vre had route
descriptions in Excel prepared by
Oliver Tomlins, and I transposed these
onto an AA map coverng the ilhole
route at 12.6 miles to the nch - while
this didn't have sufficient ce:ai for
accurate navigation, it dic g r,e a good
sense of where we were 'e ative to the
rest of the country which i c, cculdn't
get from a large scale (1:25C.000) atlas.

I also added distances in miles to the
route descriptions as the odometer
in the RVS is in miles of course. Tony
had bought the optional 43 route atlas
which highlighted the route and had
some large-scale maps for some of
the towns; this was a useful addition,
though not without a few errors.

Tony travelled the 185 miles from
his home in East Kilbride to mine on
the Black lsle on 27th January to be
repositioned for the scrutineering
the following day at Keiss, north of
Wick. lronically, he had the worst
weather and the most snow of the
whole rally near Dalwhinnie on the
A9. We cleaned the car (a waste of
time!) and on the 28th set off on the
105 mile drive up the A9 and A99 to
Keiss where we needed to present
ourselves by 1200 hours. We made our
first fuel stop at Wick (no E5 98 RON
available in Wick these days) and were
in good time for scrutineering, which
was in two parts. First our paperwork
was checked, (we needed to show the
V5C, evidence of insurance for both
drivers and our driving licences too)
and we were given route cards and tne
Tulip book (UK part only); secondly, the
car was inspected in the local garage
and we fixed our set of stickers.

It was a raw day with a chilling wind
off the North Sea, so after a brief chat
wlth friends we headed off for our
pre-event accommodation at a fellow
Highland MG Owner's Aurora B&B near
Thurso. Our host, Richard Penman,
very kindly took us to and from the pre-
event dinner at the Seaview at JOG.
The dinner was a lively affair attended
by the Lord Lieutenant of Caithness,
the Right Honourable John Archibald
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the rally in this car 90 years ago!
The last part to the Hull ferry was

straightforward and we were boarded
on the Pride of Rotterdam. The ferry
was very smart, and despite Force
6 winds we had a smooth overnight
crossing following an excellent dinner
and arrived at Rotterdam on time -
where it was wet againl So far, we
had covered 563 miles from JOG and
had a planned 940 left to go before
reaching Monte Carlo.

Leg 3 was from Rotterdam to Rheims
starting with motorway until southeast
of Brussels. We were expecting a slow
passage through passport control
because of the new requirements
of the ETIAS, but the Koninklijke
Marechaussee were exceptionally
disorganised as four lanes of traffic
tried to merge into one passport
booth lane. Apparently the fingerprint
machine was not working, and once
we reached the booth we were
through in seconds ' unfortunately the
queue thus far had taken us an hour
and a half. Matters were not improved
by the total closure of the A15 as a

result of a major shunt, so we crawled
through the various diversions taking
care not to be routed into the centre
of Rotterdam. Eventually we cleared
the incident and had a trouble-free
drive southwards, bypassing Antwerp,
Brussels and Namur with no delays.

We turned off for Dinant and the first
route check at the Hotel Pont-a-Lesse
Castle which we found without trouble.
Here we swapped drivers with Tony
taking the controls. Our rally almost
ended minutes later as we exited the
check on a winding uphill single track
road and a small van came round a
blind corner at breakneck speed. Tony
only avoided a head-on collision by

taking to the grass. We then hit a road
closure so had to divert off the route
briefly, trying to pass the information
to others via WhatsApp. Not long
afterwards and not quite back on the
route, I missed a turn, but was able
to rgctify matters by taking to some
'white roads'on the map and using
the sun (which was out for a change).
The white roads turned out to be
unmetalled farm tracks, but were fine
if taken slowly. The rest of the run to
Rheims passed uneventfully and we
were pleased to find our hotel after
295 miles.

26 ENJOYTNG MG IAPR|L 2026

t
:

t'

_a

,-* 
=

F{:s

t t: e["w-€:' .

& 'S*

-=!€6
4:U'1

# g,@

Ar€'*

The {irst route .heck on the continent

a\'



LZ Cllr CNhOrNr L 9ZOZ rUdV

ffi 'alqlssod

lle 11 6urleu ro] of,euoN
ap qnlf, altqoLuolnv oLll

pue surlr.uol ro^rlo 01
pue uosiapuv sel6noc

pue ounr 01 06 slueql rno
'lsaJolur lo lol e paldLUoJd

pue lleM Aren sn pa^tes 8nU
olll elrLIM 'spuouJ 

^ 
au apeu

pue aursrnf, learO eLuos peq
'{reuets trr}se}uP} otros Mes
eM'Llloq sn ro,r e:uauedxe

eurlalrl e ur ef,uo e Alqeqord
sem srql'1ceq 6u11oo1
'epuql!) lsel ol selru

9rz[ orau e'auoq ro]
pouels em l{ep ]xau aqf

')n eql ul
alrqM )romroded enbrrolst;1

eq1 6urloaJ;o3 Jo, pe>lueql osle pue
slepour ,sJe[]sruU Jno q]rM palueserd

areM eln pue 'reJle plpualds e senn
s!q1 'qnll olrqouoinv eql ur rouurp

e1e6 er1->1re;q aql ro, 6uuederd eroleq
slsunot 6uleq pe{ofuo pue qsru4 oqt

rege {ep }sei pepoou-lloM e peq oM
'duer qsrur;

eql uo sn 1o oloqd eq1 >1oo1 z{1pu11

uosdLu15 tur[ 'qsruU eq1 peqceordde em
se 

^onuof 
or..ll olur {e41eq sanlosrno

Uesur-er o1 pesee;d eroM pue suorlounf
snouen le peleredes uoos eloM eM

'oull aql 1e poo6 peuaos eepr ,(onuoc
eqi ollr.16'Aonuor eLil ur retr lsel eLll
se eoe;d lno )ool pue autl uo lled

ref, alll apeu llrls I;eleunpo,r lnq 8V
aLll Jio uorlrunI AeM]olotu Jno pesslul
aM 'uorlef,runuurolsrru ]o llq e ol enc
'uo e;66rm e ]eO ol peq aM lueaul stql
:olrel aluol4 olur {onuo: e io} etqinl

e1 1e >1red Je3 e ur srnoq gg7; {q
elquresse ol pepoau eM leql ddys1eq171

ern eLUef, e6esseu eq1 1nq 'ure6e
snnern 1eer6 euos eraM ereql 'sed;y
-sel-orpuv-ls ur erenbs le)reu eq1 ut

dots e ol uoe;odep e1no6 eq1 6uo;e
popeaLl eM 'sof,uelsurnlrf, Aue rapun

reuu!p e;e6 aq1 .ro1 {peer aplslno
uosdurgg eBaUuaH pue [uo1 'pJeq]!U

uMol plo eql olur ob o1

lou plol pue uoJolsrs
6uuelue s)JoA peol
lnoqe peuje^ uaoq

peq oM'eluol o1 de9
urorj sellur 09t leulurou

e 'uoLls {;enr1e;er
sem 6a; lsel ing

'(uDrs poo6 e s{em;e)
nuaur aql uo sasrno3

ureu onrjlo ef,lorll e peq
pue uedo seM ]uernelser
eql lnq 's{ep ra4eq ueas

peq leLll oJoqMar!os
Ipreelc sem lr pue

uMol lo e6pe eql uo
ejeqMaLuos sn pe)ooq

p,; '6ulutour aql ur tno
spretr eLll l.ros ueL.{1 leloq

rno ol {l}rarrp o6 o1 paprf,ap oM 'uo
6ulpe6 seM oLUrl sV'aJaqMosle spJel

elnor oql lno ].ros of opeui 6ureq arem
slueuue6uerp os 'uedo l,ussm lolor.l

ureu eLll ur ]uernelser eql Alluereddy
'Asnq 1aD o1pauets ddVsteqm
eq1'deg peqoeordde eM sV

'louunl eL{l er^ }ossnou op lol eLll
enorp ualll eA 'relnf,ellads senn peor

eq1 '6urzeerl e^oqe ;1em sernle:edruel
eql pue reoltr pue ufip sem etrelrns
peor eLll 1nq 'sa6ren eql uo Mous
oes 01 pouels eM'alc ol papeoq

aM se peou {uoo;eg le^el oquol
re;nrepad5 eql sem e6e1s yeu eql

'oellotr pue uel luollaf,xe
ue peq eM ssolaqUonaS 'uerOeanse;9

rotllo eql pue sre;6uer1 6urleads euo
'srauOrero] oml qtr^ pualuof, ol peq

eLls pue {ep 1sr11 raq se^ }r se ssarlre^^
eql ro; [iros 1;a1 ; 'sdLunll dn euec

xnorf,eren ur sor6:e6 el '^leleunuol
lepuoyll e uo uedo pu4 plnof, a^

leL{M ains lou araM }nq 'of,ueualsns
]o paau ur eJaM e6'sa166ran

redord euos,o alsel lsrlj aql seM
spieMqlnos auerl el Luorl 89LC or.lf

'alueJl ul lonj Nou
95 6urpurl Luegqord ou peq aM pue lln]

z/tpue v/t e uoemleq senn e6ne6 eq1
otruo dn pe;111 llleurou aA ')leq s^ olq

luetr oql se llrqdn 6urlurod s,U lr ssel
'suo1;eb g;.;o ftrcedetr )uel e^rlrel;o ue

seq 8nU eqt suo1ta; {uo1 'e1nor eq1
uo puu plnoM oM lellM orns ],uoJoM
enn se ;or1ed pug ol elsrd-;o ,{geuq

]uoA oM 'uo1u1do {r-u ur crueos 1solu
eq] se^ 'deg o1 enup eq1 'g 6e1

'euazzrd lef,ol oL.ll ur ieuurp
ro1 (g redoo3 lult 6961 e 6ur^up

erenn oqm) uosdLurs epeuuoH pue urrf
peuroI pue ssn] {ue lnoqll,r,t le}oq rno
puno1 uelll e11 'pedLuels prec eq1 1e6

01 serlor.r.l 001. lsel aLll peIleM I pue
qtr.rnqr eq1 Iq peddols era pe1se66ns

; '(1,ueram enn) 1ear1s Aem-euo e uMop
{em 6uor,rn eq1 6ulnrrp sn lnoqe le}uotll
6uro6 nepleg aql qllM slrqro elolu e^U
ragy (Aemqled e o1 peo.i aqt pornpoi

Ioot etuow eLil uo B U sut/c anor

peq 6urp1o;els allt pup pole^ouaJ
6ureq senn le.rpoqletr eq1) peor posoll

e o1 pue eere pezrueulseped e olur

^eNles 
alll paMolloJ'laloq eql 01

suOrs anes eM'urelseM lseg 3-l
le loJluotr eOessed aql iol 6ur>rc:

esserg-ua-6rnog paralua oM Soll*
peor ,C, arou lol e rei;V'e;o6 qOnorql

sp.reMqlnos panurluotr pue {er9
le euges elll pessor3 ap1 'ure6e

]rsr^ ol e)ill plnoM I seteld lelo^es
JO elou e apeu I pue 'f,ruols oloLu

pue erour eLuesoq elnoj eql
'sest;63-xneq-sa1-.,{aqLuolol ur oL!oq

sil.l o1 esolf, ollne9 op 01 leuoural! oql
pessed eM laue uoos 'eure[ oq] +o

luoj] ur saarl Jo requnu oLll lunol o1
peq oM oroqM aqnv-Jns-re8 ur lloql

elnoJ oql le IeoJq e peq aM 'sonll
ol slaMSUe Jo LlroJ oql ur Mou oraM

s)roL1tr elnoJ snoue^ eqg luorldrrcsep
olnor or.ll Mol o] lqnop u, ueq/n -

lureol uossel peo.r c ]larp e]otu e

uo 6uro6 sn peq uo ]c -- s:: =:- r- srri
lf,e] ur uot1M e6egd ,Lo rro tl=s 3 *3 s.
1nd qcrqnn selle elnor tV 3-: :r: =--

ut loJle iofeul e ssorle ou..rpl uolS 3','
pue 'asselg-ue-6rnog 01 seM oAiJp ,:C

'Uels olel e rol 6uueeurlnrcs qOno,qi
luem [eq1 se s]el enbuolsr;1 eqr o1

e{qpoo6 pres oM oreqM seM sLuraqu

,urs6s lrsrA o1 o)ll p,l
soleld lero^os Jo olou e

opeur I pue'lruefs eroLll
rono oujefoq olno] oql,

-riirf
Jtxotsttl

Ei,


